Summer CUP FAQ for Parents 

What about safety?

CUP students and staff will be housed in apartments rented near their service sites and churches on Chicago’s Westside. They will be housed with other CUP students. Due to the extreme challenge of finding short terms rentals for the summer it is very likely that these apartment team will be co-ed with separate men’s and women’s bedrooms. There will be an on site InterVarsity staff or volunteer living with each of the teams as a leader and supervisor.  

During the past twenty years CUP has never had any major problems with participants being unsafe during the summer program. We encourage students to use caution and to avoid situations that could be unsafe. They are expected to travel in pairs and groups and to notify members of their house where they are going and when they plan to return. This form of accountability has worked well for us in the past and we expect another safe summer. We will place limits and curfews on when they can be out and where they can go. 
We do not recommend bringing a car. If a student does bring a car it needs to be insured. It needs to be locked when not in use, with anything valuable out of sight.  IVCF cannot be held responsible for the loss of or damage to your personal property. 

What will summer CUP students be doing?

In Austin and Lawndale students will spend Monday through Friday (morning and afternoon) working in day camp programs run by the churches we partner with. They will be teaching kids alongside of teachers from the community in a structured program. In Humboldt Park students will be working with social service agencies in areas such as employment, youth, women’s shelters, etc. 
Evenings will include team suppers prepared by CUP students and staff.  After supper different nights will be set aside for training, debriefing the day, fun with the team, special activities with the church, personal time, etc.

Weekends will include some of these activities:  Special activities with the church, spending time with people in the neighborhood, house bible study, a group teaching, a general house meeting, worship, relaxation, reading, extra rest, fun, exploring the city, laundry, etc. Sunday Worship will be with our partnership church in the neighborhood followed by reflection time in the afternoon.

How do I contact my daughter/son? 
For mail or care packages 

Austin team: InterVarsity - CUP Student’s name, 
c/o Circle Urban Ministries 118 N Central Ave Chicago IL  60644
Humboldt Park team:    Student’s name
c/o Ryan Pederson    1516 N. Keystone Ave  #3    Chicago, IL  60651
Lawndale team: InterVarsity-CUP Student’s Name
c/o Lawndale Community Church 3827 W. Ogden  Chicago, IL  60623
Cell phones are often a distraction so we will be asking students to mainly not use their cell phones during their time at CUP. You can expect to hear from them via phone once a week, at the most. They also will have limited email access so expect to hear from them once a week via email, at the most. 
If you would like to visit, please do not just show up. Instead have your son/daughter talk to Beth, the Director, before they come so that your visit can be set up beforehand to work with the rest of the schedule. Thanks. 
In case of an emergency 
Please call the CUP staff for your student’s team, and we will contact the student so they can call you back. 
Beth Hedges - CUP staff for the Austin team 

izbe@aol.com

(773) 230-4661 (cell)

Contact re: logistics, finances, travel arrangements, overall questions about the program, Austin site 

Max Kuecker - CUP staff for the Lawndale team
max.kuecker@gmail.com
(773) 316-6058 (cell) 

Contact re: General Chicago information, overall questions about the program, Lawndale site 
Ryan Pederson – CUP staff for Humboldt Park team 

rgpederson@gmail.com  
(312) 608-9521 (cell) 

Secondary contact – Beth Hedges – Interim CUP director 

izbe@aol.com

(773) 230-4661 (cell)

Contact re: visitors, special circumstances, overall questions about the program, 
What about arrival and departure?

Arrival: June 19 by 11:00 am (Central time) Students can arrive via plane, train or bus and we will pick them up. They can also be dropped off (details to follow on exact location for arrival) 
Departure: Aug 6 after 3:00 pm (Central time). We will transport them to the airport, bus or train station as needed.  
What if I have more questions? 
Feel free to contact Beth Hedges or the CUP staff for your student’s team by phone or email if you have more questions. 
Your son or daughter will receive a more extensive information packet and it may help answer your questions too. 
We are anticipating that this summer will be a great experience for your son/daughter. Thanks for your support of them as they seek to learn and grow in their understanding of God’s Kingdom and the issues of multi-ethnicity, racial reconciliation and justice. 

Beth, Max and Ryan
The CUP staff team
(Contact info above under In Case of Emergency) 
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